
The work of reunite
 reunite was established 29 years ago

 Advice Line Service
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 Policy

 Research



Advice Line

 Provides advice, information and support to parents, family members and guardians 
whose  children have been abducted or who fear abduction

 Provides advice, information and support to parents who may have abducted their child

 Provides information and advice in international contact cases and cases of “permission 
to remove”

 Provides an emergency advice line service outside of office hours

 Provides child abduction prevention guides which offer clear and concise information on      
the legal procedure and practical steps to take if a child is at risk of abduction

 In 2015 the advice line handled over 17,000 calls and received 494 new cases of 
abduction involving 685 children. 



Abductions… 
What we know about these cases?

 Cases reported to reunite identify that parental child abduction is global, we see cases 
involving almost every country in the world

 Many abducting parents are not aware that they have done anything wrong and do not 
expect to face court proceedings

 70% of abducting parents are mothers

 Many left behind parents are unaware that there is anything they can do to try to get their 
child returned to the country of habitual residence

 Where parents have spoken to reunite immediately following an abduction, many result 
in the abducting parent voluntarily returning the child to the country of habitual residence

 There are no winners, but the children are always the losers



The victims 
of child abduction…

 Are the children

 They have no choices

 Abducted children often carry insecurities into adulthood

 Very often feel they have to choose between their parents

 Children’s rights should be respected and be of paramount importance in 
abduction cases

 Ultimately a child has a right to a relationship with both parents



Mediation
•Mediation takes place over a 2-day period - in person/telephone/Skype

•Matters considered may include:
Country of habitual residence
Parental responsibility
Contact between the child and non-resident parent
Travel arrangements for contact
Exchange of information regarding the child’s education and well-being

•Mediation does not delay the court process

•reunite has mediated in more than 150 abduction cases - in 75% of these cases the 
parents are able to reach an agreement

•Unstructured mediation through the advice line
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